* Judge Rives's Usupation.

hough we place no confidence In the.

¢ that two or more of the justices of
{he Supreme C urt of the United Stalés!
have expresséd an opinfon in the case of:
the State'of Virgibla vs. Judge RivEs, yeu
we cannot ssy that we shonld be much sur-
prised it that tribunal were to sustain him
in hisusurpation.
toral Commisston: damaged tha
parably in’ the pnb!ic'-.mind,
too clearly
up almost exclusiy :
tisans. 1f this last statem
wo may infer from what the Republi-
can ~papers -say what the Republican
justices think; nod we hsve not yet seen
an article on the subject in a single Repub-
Jican journal published in the North which
did not justily Judge Rives. We are not
surprised that southern Repubiican jour-
nals should find no fault with his usurpa-
t1o0, sceing that they ore xenerally cdited
by men who bave become embittered
aéainat their own neighbors, and are more
jntolerant than tbe northern Republicans,
We are ratber surprised, however, 10 find
“fhxt uot vven the fairest and most intelli. |
gentol porthern Republican papers scem. to
gee anything in the case buta manifestation

" of the “old spirit of the rebellion,” and a
moans of disciplining the southern people.
ey seem to have no ides that every judge
in 1he North bhas violated the same law
whieh the Virginia judges are charged with
huving violated, and for which alleged vio-
Jations Judge RIves Lus usurped jurisdic-
tion in a murder case.

Here, for instanece, is that respectable
journal the Philadelphia North American,
which sees in the case oniy ¢ the old quar-
rei revived,” and actually supposes that
Virzioia wants to nullify a constitutional
Jaw. It even tells usthat the way to get rid
of 2n unconstitutional law is to test it be-
fore the Supreme Court of the United
States, but forgetsito inform its readers that
{hat is exnetly what Virginia is doing. It
duclarce that the dociripe of © paramonnt
Giate rizhts P is ot the bottom of the d:fii-

“eulty; and, in a word, tbub the zoutbern
people don’t intend to concede practically
{he vulidity of the new sinendments.

Now, we would like it if the Norlh Ame-

gican would candidly answer a few ques-
tions in reference to the two cases from Vir-
gir.i‘:i which Judge Rives bus heea the means
of orizinaling, How many cuses wercever
tiied in Pliladelphia by juries baving ne-
groes upon them? HHow many negrocs
st 2 judge summon upon every jury in
order to prove himseif innocent under the
law nnder which Judze Kives has had our
Virginin judges indicted? Would one pe-
gro upon eaeh jury clear our judges? Ii
not. would two? or three? or four? Think
of it. Why should Virgin judges be in-
dicted for domg exactly what uoribern
judges do with impuuity ? Is murderss such
an cifenee ageinst any law of the United
State~¥ Andif not, bow can atrial for murder
e carried on in n Federal court? Suppose
thi: indictment were quashed, would the
prisoner be set free? Could the District
Attorney frame a new indictment? Could
# crand juryina Federal court find a true
bill in such a murder case us those of the
REYNOLDSES? Andthensupposing all these
dificulties overcome, and remembering that
the offence foi which our judges are in-
dicied is that they failed to summon negroes
Decause they were negroes, how in the
naiae of common sense is it to be proved
th:t the mneerocs were left off the jury-
lists for that reason? Suppose the
judges plend tbat the negrces were left
off’ because tbey were unfit to serve as ju-
rors, bow can it be proved that they were
le<t off for the reason churged in the indiet-
meont? We bave never served on a jury
ginee the fourteenth amendment was added
to the Constitution. Can’t we muke out as
good a cage as anv negro ? Couldn’t we just
as ea=ily prove that we were always left off
Lecause we are white as  any negro
could  prove that he was left  off
Liceause he was Dblack? 1f a Virginia
jndze shonld allow himselt to  be
bulldozed by Judge Rives, and thus be
jnduced to summon nhegroes because they
are negroes, would he not thereby clearly
violate the spirit of the law which Judge
Rives prolesses to bold in such high esteem ?
Would it not, in a word, certainly be un-
Jawiul to summon 2 1 egiro hecause be wasn
necro? I not, how can it possibly be un-
lawtul to summon a white man because be
is a white man ? When these gnestions are
answered satisfactorily the North merican
will have opened the case.

repo

and proved

ely of epublican par-
ent be the fact,

The New Hampshire Case."

The ease of the United States senator just
pppointed by the Governor of New Hawp-
shire, and which Is now under counsideri-
tion in the Senate Committee of Privileges
and Eleations, is a new and interesting one,
The Governor has a clear right to appoiut
when a vacaney ** happens” during a recess
of the Legislature, The Constitution pro-
vides:

+If vaeancies bappen, by resiznation or
otherwise, during the recess of the Le-
gislature of any Stute, the Executive thereo!
may make temporary appointments until the
pext meeting of the Legislature, which shali
then fill sueh vacancies,”

It ic contended that this is not a vacancy
which *“happened? atall, but a vacaney
cciasioned by the expiration of the regular
time of a senator. In a word, that it is not
{hat sort of a veeaney which the Constitu-
ticn contemplates when it says “if vacan-
cies happen,” but a vacaney which could
not but have been foreseen—i vucancy
which was upavoidable unless the Legisla-
ture acted in time to prevent it.

This is putting a tine point upon it. Ad-
mitiing that this is a yvacancy which could
have been provided against but was not,
and that it was foresecn and unavoidable it
the Legislature failed to act atthe time when
that body knew it was necessary to actin
order Lo prevent a vaeancy, we must stili
Lold that a vacancy bas happened within
the meuning of I.h_g language of the Consti-
tation. 1 vaecancies bappen by resigna-
tion or otherwige” s, the language, * Or
otherwise ”” is a very broad phrase. - It may
be o new “development,” but it is not
broader than the words, =3

Mr., JosN COLLINSOX’S letter in another
c)lumn will be found rather interesting
re:ding. . ' 7 > Pl

And, after reading it, let the reader ask
himself, What of the immaculate Mahone-
ites who dre always declaring that tbe fund-
ing bill was passed by the aid of money?

_ 'We recetved on Baturday the first No. of
~ the Southern Intelligencer, a paper publish-

- eland edited in this city by Colonel Joi
R, Pormax. It isan uousushly good tirst No,
Tisc paper promises. {0 -be a.very. readablp
one. 1t claims to-be pdependent in pol
ties; bul we fanéy that we ean see that de-
gided Jeaning totbeRepnblican parfy which

-

| northern hiebdomadals:

The action of the Elec-.
t court irre~

that it was & tribunal made

too bastily. With M
Poruay providiag for L <
her people, Riclmond mway thro

£

We liaven’t received a single copy of the
Congressional Record for the extra session.
\Will onr Washington correspondent have
it sent as vsual ?—and from the begiuning.

' v—————

GEXERAL ASSENBLY OF VIRGINIA

Extra Scsslon~Twentieth DPay.

SATURDAY, March 22, 1870,
SENATE.

or ELLIoTT in the chair,

Lie Senate a memo-
the Jumes River
ing a resolu-

Senal
The CuAR laid hefore (
rial from thc Ig'esi(lcnt ognc!os
Kanawha Company ¢
?ilzsrrl't of the stockha}ders asking the passage
of the supplemental railroad bill, &e. Laid
on the table and ordered to be printed, on
motion of Mr. Wo00D.
A number of bills
comiittees.
THE SMITH-MASSEY CONTROVETSY.

Mr. MABSUALL,
Piivileges and Elections, su
lowing report;:
To {he President of the Senale:

The committee to whom was referred the
tollowing resoiution, adopted on yesterday
by the Senste—to wil:

Resolved, That the stenograpbic repor
ol the specch of the Senator from Nelson of
Tuesday last, of the reply of the Senator
from Albemarle, of the rejoinder or wue
Senator from Albemarle, and of the remarks
of this day made

were reported from

bmitted the fol-

by cach in reference to
each other, be togethar referred to the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections, with in-
siructions to report to-morrow moriing
what netion respecting the same should be
taken by the Senate— .
beg leave to submic the following report :
Your commitiee exumined the steno-
araphie reports of the gpeeches of Senators
Syorn and Massey made on Tuesday last,
and the rewarks of Senators Masspy and
Syrri on the floor of the Senate on vester-
duy, and beg leave Lo submit—

i Thut the Senator from Aibemarle had
the right to call attention to and to explain,
correct, aund emntradict the article which
appeared in the gichmond Dispatch of the
o0ih instent under the caption of “Tilt
Between Two Senators,’ as a newspaper
communication 3 bul as a speech of a sena-
tor made upen the floor of the Senate he
had ot the rizht to make any objections to
Lhe same gt the time be did s, for by Rule
28 the time bad passed for taking cxcep-
non thereto. .

2. That puart of the remarks of Senator
Massey on yesterday while he was speakimg
to a question of personal privilege were
violation of that privilege, much of his said
remarks beinz  unpariiamentary (o de-
cided by the President of the Scnatc) aund
insultinge to the dignily of the Senaie; :!nd
we eall especial aiteniion to the following
unparlismentary language—to-wit. : ** mis-

representation, defamation, and vindietive-
ness,t *or*

«[f T hiad replied to them
in courteous and retined languagze, such as
is goenerally used among geutlemen, the
Genator from Nelson would not have ap-
precizted it, and I should have been guilly

‘ol folly second only to thatef casting pearis

before swine.”
3. That the remarks of the Senator from
Welson, made by way of interruption, were
out of order, unpariiamentary, and so de-
cided by the Dresident, snd were & gross
violation of (e privileges, rules, and deco-
rum of the Senate, and we eall particular
attention to the following language insult-
ing to its dignity: “Itisa falsehood, and a
deliverate lie.””  * * * ¢ I denounee him
bere and before the woild as a liar and a
scoundrel,” ¢ * ¢ *Itisa base lie, and
comes from a dog.” And we recommend
tie adoption of the following resolulion :
Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of
{he Senute take into custody Senatovs MAs-
cey and Sxerd and conduet them to the bar
of the Senate, there to be publiely repri-
manded by the Prestdent of the Seoute.

J. W. MarsuaLL, Chairwan ;

TuoMas C. WALSTON,

J. Hoce TyLER,

K. R. GRIFFIN,

MINORITY REPORT.
Mr. Hukt of Pittsylvania preseated the
following minority report :
In respounse to a resolution
words—
[Here follows the resolution]
we beg leave to submit the following as a
minority report :
We find that the following languase used
by the Senator from Albewurle upon the
floor of the Senate yesterday, and read by
pim from manuseript, was unparhamen-
tury--
[ilere follow the words quoted
jority report])
and the Senator from Albemarle should re-
tract the same, apologize for having used
stueh langunge upon the floor of the Senate,
and be admonished by the presiding officer.

We also find that the lnnguage [SMITH'S]
used upon the floor of the Senute by the
Senator from Nelson on yesterday, and ap-
plied to the Senator frem Albewarle when
reading his statement, grossly unparlia-
mentary, andé that the Senator from Nelson
should retract tire saume, and vet only apolo-
gize for baving used sueh language on the
floor of the Senate, but that be should be
reprimanded by the presiding ofticer for
having done 8o,

We therelore recommend the adoption of
the following resolutions:

Resotved, That the Seuator from Albe-
marle be required to retract the lanzuage
above referred to, apologize to the Senate
for having used the snme upon the floor of
the Senate, and be admonished by the pre-
siding officer.

Resolved, That the Senator from Nelson
be reqnired to retract the lunguage above
referred to as baving been used by him, and
apologize for having used the same upon
the floor of the Senate; and further, that
the said Senator from Nelson te reprimanded
by the presiding officer of the Senate for
baving used sald language upon the fluor of
the Senate,

Allof which is respectiully submitted and
reported, Joux L. Hurr,

H. €. Woon.
TAE DEDATE.

At the conclusion of the reading of the
two reports Mr. Magsey addressed the Sen-
ate ai some length on the ground that bLis
personal explanation was justitiable under
the cirenmstances, and be either retracted
wholly or apolorized to the Senate for the
language to which the committee objected.
Mr. Cuires said it was impossibie for him
to have been present at the mecting of the
committec yesterday or to-day, and he there-
fore a<ked leuve to sign one of the reports,
\}'ilhqut indicating whichk report be would
sign,

Leave was granted Mr, CHILES, and be
signed the minority report.

Mr. Syt argued, in opposition to both
reports, that he was justitied in bis course,
and that the Senate would be doing him a
areat wrong to adopt either report, when
he had retracted the Junguage deemed of-
fensive to the Senafe. Mr. SMITH also0 agaln
retracted the offensive epithets to the Sen-
ate used yesterday, and suggested that the
best way to diapose of the muatter would be
to lay it on the table:

A SUBSTITUTE.

Mr. Brooke offered the following as a
suhgmute for the substitute, which was
read: - ; :
* 'The Sepators from Nelson and Albemarle
having usedlanguage towards each other,
upon ithe: floor of the Senate, unparia-
menfary in its character and n derogation
g‘i atpl;_em:g‘;;:llli{‘ of thle _Se:ntt', _ 1t)lua Senate doth
senators do publiel logi
to the Benate for the use gt sucﬁv' ﬁ%‘&ﬂﬁgﬁ
and retraoct the same, and thereupon be pro-
g:lls&g;d;rhlgﬂig:crg tg{& _tihg Prestdent; such
logy | bis form or to this efiect,.
.“'_!tma"}pllﬂeaﬂon—viz.-:?" < : ect,
. %The'Senate baying.determin
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in these

1ip the ma-

.,

floor of ‘the Bennfe' wis unparfismentary, I
now:spologize fo:the Benate therefor and
.mwﬁ!eamme'ﬂ; W EamEs
Utiless such apolog

Grasit e tinde,

yand re

| whole matter rested ppo

‘| degree respons

from the Committee on.

| the digoity of

LHThe'S ed that !nn- i
guage uzed by me on: yesterday-upon the

that-the-faalt in this
n-the President-and:
the Senate for not baving protecied the
member upon whom the assault was made.

s y “had_heard  the.whole
i -elearly, ond

matter, reviewed it all very :
made an interestingiand what-scemed to be
impartial. argument, He was ot opinion
that the resolution of the Senator from Fau-
quier was more conservative than the com-
mittee’s Teport, and more just to the Sen-
tors; and ns the Senale i{self was in o great
sible for the trouble, and un-
r circumstances, he was con-
that the true line out of- the
to agopt Mr. BROOKE’S reso-

der all the othe
strained to say
issue would be
lution. it ot

Mr. TASNER; at the conclusion ol Mr.
DAXIEL’S remarks, demanded the previous
question ; which was not sustained.

Mr. MAESHALL, 'on bebalf of the (ommit-
tee on Privileges and Elections, argued in
favor of the report he'hed made, :

Mr. GriFFIS gave his reasons for signing
the mejority report. He said: I know no-
thing ubout the original cause of tlic unfor-
tunate debate in the Senate on yesterday ex-
cept what 1 saw in public_print; and ‘of
what T heard vesterday I bave attempted,
without partisan’feelings, 1o judge fairly
and impartially, and .it is_with pain that I
state that I can find no solution of the diili-
culty save through the medium of such a
public or official rebuke as will throw around
“of this body and of the Com-
monwealth which it represents a shield to
guard and protect 1t against further insult.
The scene on yesterday was of itseli sui-
ficient to work for us a forfeiture of public
respect, and to bring the body 1nto puulio
contewpt if allowed to go free from ecn-
sure. Itis therefore, in my judgment, not
only & duty we owe ourselves as senalors,
clothed with tbe diznity of a proud Com-
monwealth, buf obligatory upon us in or-
der to protect her good name and fair es-
cuteheon, to so enforce the rules presctibed:
for the movernment of this body as to re-
strain for the future the unfortunate impu-
pity of those passions tuat tend to trans-
gress the rules of decorum and to bring the
Senate of Virginia into disrepute.

"The pending question was ealled but not
sustained.

Mr. PavL suid tbat while the affair was
to be regretted, it was in his judgment a
fortunate ocenrrence for the body itsell,
He thought the majority report too bharsh,
He also opposed the minority report, and
made a eonciliatory specch in advocacy of
Mr. Brookg's resolution.

Mr. HurT of Pittaylvania spoke in behaif
of the minerity report, but said, after the
remarks made by the Senators from Fau-
qnicrand Richmond, he would vole for Mr.
Brookg’s resolution.

Mr, Warstox gave the reagons which had
actuated him in signing the majority report.
He rexarded the 1temarks of Mr, MASSEY as
having been deliberate and calm (havig
Leen writlen and brought to the Senute),
and, as insulting as they were, merited the
action proposed in the report. The re-
marks of the Senator from Nelson, too,
were erossly unparliamentary, und they, in
his judament, deseryed (ke action sugeested
by the commitlee’s report, 11 the remarks
had been made in the heat of ordinary de-
bate he would have favored Mr. BrRooE’S
resnlution.

The question was then taken on Mr.
lpookE’s substitute, and it was adopted by
the following vole:

AYES.—Mes<re. Bliss. Brooke, Chiles. Daniel,
Dickenson. 12Hott. Fulker o, Griding,  Grimsley,
Hair=ton, Hinton, Hurt of Hialifzx, Johnson, Kol
er. Lee. Marshall, Moulton. Norion. Nunt, Paul,
Phlegar. “herrard, Slemp. Spitler, Tunuer, Tyler,
Walston, and Wortham—28.

Noks.—Noue.

Tae guestion was then on agreeing to the
minerity report as amended by the adoption
of Mr. Brookg’s substitute.
1'he resolution a3 amended was adopted
by the following vote: ;
AYE8.—~Messrs, Blise, Brooke. Chiles, Danlels
Dickenson. Etlfoi!, Fulkerson Grimsley, Hairston.
Minton, Huri of Tiutsy . Jobnson, Koloers
Moulton. Norton. Nonn. Paul, Phlegar. shereards
Slemp, Spitler. Tanner. Wood, and Worthnm=—24.
NOES.—Messrs, Grifiin, Hurt of Ilalifax, Le,
Marsha'l, Tyier, and Walston—6.

The question was then tuken on Mr.
Broogg’s resolution as a substitute for the
majority report, and it wvas adopted by the
following vote:

AYES—~Messrs, Bliss,  Brooke, Chlles, Duniel-
Diekenson, Elhott, Fulkerson, Griflin. Grimsicys
airston. Hinton, Tlurt of Pittyivaota, Kolaer,
Lee. Moulton, Norlon. Nunn, Paul. hlegar, sher-
rard Slemp, Spitlery Tanner, Tyler, Wood, il

Wortham—206.
NOES.—Messrs. Hort of Hallfux, Jolmson, Mar-

shall, und Walston—4.
‘IHE APDLOGIES,

Mr, Broogt's resolution as just adopled
was read by the Clerk under the direction
of the Chair.

Mr. Syrrn: Is it in order for me Lo make
the explanation ?

The Cuair: It isin erder.

Ar. Syrri: I was waiting for age to pre-
cede heauty. [Laugbter.] .

Mr. Syrri then said he apologized most
heartily and cordially for the lunguage con-
stroed as unpirhamentary,

This done, Mr, Massey sent for the reso-
lution.

Mr. Masszy: I am confined to 2 very nar-
row eompass. I don’t desire to he unpar-
limmeniary, [Laughter.]

Mr. Massey took thie resolution and read
its lunguage as bis upology.

Mr. Sxiu requested the Clerk fo read the
meaning of the word ** admonish.”

The dietionary was opened and the mean-
ing of the word read.

Mr. Symrru: Mr, President, T eonsideriny-
seiff admonisbed.

THE PRESIDENT'S ADMONITION,

The aeling President (Mr. ELnioTT)
then, very impressively, said in adimonish-
ing the two senators: .

Senators,—1 hope sincerely that if T tran-
scend the limit which seems indicated in the
resolution just adopted, that lack of experi-
ence as a presiding officer of the Virginia
Senute will be my excuse.

1 assure you. Senators, it is no pleasant
duty to perform the task whiclh now falls
to my lot. Nevertheless, I will not shrink
from it. You must be the judge of the apt-
neis and approprialeness of the few words
thut I shall address you on this oceasion. T
address myself, however, especially and
particularly, as Tam required to do, to the
two senaters immediately concerned.

I would not in any way intensify the siz-
nificance of the ofiice which has unfortu-
nately devolved upon me by virtue of my
aceidentul occupation of the echair of the
Senate to-day. I am ordered to utter the
admonition which has been adjudged ap-
propriate by vour associates and mine, the
honorable and just men of the Scnate of
Yirginia. 1 cannet pronounce ir, nor
would T, exeept in the spirit in which
it has been deerced by them. They
are ipexpressibly pawed that the oc-
cusion should bave arisen, So am I
They are constrained to Dbelieve ihat it
sprang rather from the beedlessness of pas-
sion than from wanton disregard of the just
dignity and decorum of the Senate. Soam I.
They believe Lhat, in the solemn presence of,
an oceasion so unusual in YVirginia’s legisla-
tive balls, and so pa‘nfully impressive to all
who partieipate in it, you and I and all sen-
ators present will need no future adwonition
to heed the suggestions snd oblizations of
parliamentary courtesy,. Ibelieve likewise.

On motion of Mr. DANIEL it was ordered
that the Senators from Albemarle and Nel-
son have leave to wilhdraw from the files
of the Senate any papers relating to the
matter under consideration.

NIGHT SESSION.

Mr, TyYLER presented a resolution pro-
viding for a night session to-night at 8
o’clock. :

Pending a considerati
the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF DELEGATES.

The SPEAKER in the chair, Prayer by
the Right Rev. Bishop Keane,

A number of Senate hills were read and
referred. i e E
. A number of bills were reported from
‘committees,. -
A number of

on of the resolution

Gy BRI
Houge bills were placed on:

*Mr: WALEER of Westmorelund offe
r!q]!éwin{g*resoluﬁﬁm-; N0y Yl 5
E' Regolved, 'Tuat durlbgthe presént session’
of this Legistiture there’ shall e o allotw-

‘the calendarunderasuspensionof the rules. |:
red the|,

 Delegates

was re-

! ?F[?mm voting,.
e EX-

“Fhe resolution of Mr. WALKER.
forfed’ (o the Committee on Hous
pensegr v i b g g

-On motion of Mr. NELsos—two thirds of
‘the members presefit voting in the affirma-
tive—so much.of Rule No. 85 as reads as.fol-
lows: * but no such communication shall
be made in relation to any action of the
House while it remains open for reconside.
ration,” was suspended for the residne of
the session. : : >

Mr. HusTER offered a resolution that on
and after next Monday the House will meect
at 8 P. M. for the consideration of private
bills only 3 which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules,

Mr. Jouxsstox of Giles offered a resolu-
tion that on and after Tuesday, 23th, the
chair shall be vacated at 8 o’clock and re-
sumed acoin apf 8 P. M., and ai the night
session all briziness may be considered other
than Senate bill No. 1, entitled ** An act to

provide 2 plan of settlement of the public
debt?; which was referred to the Commit-

lee on i‘. ulies,

The Spearer laid before the Touse a
communication from the President of the
JamedRiver and Kanawha Company, cov-
ering a memorial in the watter of the pro-
posed sale of its works, &c. ; which was re-
ferred to 1he Committee on Reads, &c.

House bili to anthorize the James River
and Kanawha Company to malke safe and
transfer of all its sorks, property, and
franchise, and to invest the purchuaser or
purchasers with certain corporate rights,
powers,.&z2., was tuken up out of its arder,
on motion of Mr. Tariarerro of Glouces-
ter, and read a second time,

M. Tauvravuuna of Glouecester offered a
substitute.

Mr, SHELBURNE made an unsuceessiul cf-
fort to amend the substitute by striking out
the 24, 3!, and 4th sections.

On motion of Mr. Fann. the bill was com-
mitled to the Commuttee on loads, &e., on
a recorced vote—aves, 515 nocs, 48,

; PPASSED, *

On motion of Mr. Kryser, Senate bill to
amend and reénact an act passed Mareh 24,
1571, to incorporate the town of Luray,
&e., was taken up out of its order and
passed on a recorded vote, on motion of Mr.
FavxnrLeEroy—ayes, 81; noes, 4.

Senate bill authorizing the sale of tabaceo
remaining on storage af Lhe Public ware-
house undemanded for three years after its
inapeetion; on_inoticn of Mr. McMULLAY,
was taken up out of its order, rexd a third
time, and passed.

House Lill amending certain sections of
the Codein regard tothe working and main-
tenance of the ronds of the Commonwealth,
on motion of Mr. Saxpipok, was tuken up
out of its ovder and passed.

Senate bill to amend cerlain sections in
the Unile, &e,, in respeet to saluries of eer-
tain otheers, en motion of Mr. HENRY, was
taken up, an:d pending which the special
order—:ie Lill to provide a plun of settle-
ment of the publie debt—eame up and was
discussced uniil adjonrnment.

As our correspondent writes us fhat Jesd.
ing lawyers of Virginia are writing for
copics of the law which passed Congress on
the 2d of Muarch, giving appellate jurisdie-
tion to the cireuit eourtz of tie United
States in certain criminal cases, we repro-
duce it, aithough it has Leen published all
over the State. It is as Tollows :

Be it enceled by the Senale and forse af
Representatives of the Ipiled  States of
America in Congress ussembled, The cir-
cuit court for each judieial distriet soall
have jurischiction of writs of error in all
erfminal ca-es tried before the distriet court
where the sentence iz imprisonment, or fine
and imprisonment, or where, if a tine only,
the tine shell execed tbe sum of three hun-
dred dollars: and in such case a respanden!
feeling himseli nzorieved by a deeision of a
distriet court inay except to the opinion of
the court, and tender his bill of exceptions,
which shail be settled and allowed aveord-
ing to the truih, and signcd by the judwe.
and it shail bea part of the record of the
case,

Seclion 2. Within one veur next after the
end of the term at which such sentenee shall
be pronounced, and not after, the respond-
ent may petition for awrit of error from the
judement ol the district court in the eases
natied in the preceding scetion, which peti-
tion shall be presented to the cirenit judae
or eiremit justice in term or vacation, who,
on consideration of the importance and dilii-
culty of the questions presented in the re-
cord, may allow such writ of errov, and may
order that sueh writ shall operite as @ stay
of proccedings under the sentence; but the
allowance of such writ shall not so operate
witboul, such order. Tle judge or justice
allowing such writ of error shall take a bond
with sullicient suveties that the same shall
be prosecuted to efleet, and that the respond-
ent shall abide the judgment of the cireuit
court thereon,  Aund il the writ shall be al-
lowed to operale os u stay of procecdings
under the senteunce, bail may in like mauner
e taken for the appearance of the respond-
ent at the term of the cireuit court to which
such writ of error hall be returnabie, and
that he will not depart without leave of
court.

Scetion 3. Sueh wiit of error o allowed
shall be returna:le to the next reguler term
of the eircuit cotirt for the distriet, amd
shall be served on the distriet attorney of
the United States for such distriet, The
circuit court may advance all such writs of
Crror on its decket in order that specdy ius-
tice may be done. And in case of an aflirm-
anece of the judement of the disirict eourt
the eircuit convt shall proceed to pranounce
tinal sentence and to award execution there-
on; but it such judgment shall be reyerscd
the eircuit eonrt may proceed with the trial
of said canse de novo, or rewand the stne
to the distriet court for further proceedings,
T

Jeiferson Davis.
[Catholic Universe. |

As for Jellerson Davis, he would have
been oniy too glad to have seen the Hoav
amendment pass if that would have seeured
his comrades of the Mexican war a reeoy-
nition ol their just claims.  That is also re-
fused. As to his personul benetit from sueh
enactiment, had it been carried, and he been
included in i1s provisions, every saue man
knows it would have been nihil, e seeks
no pensions—would reeeive none, s
share in the Mexican war is muatter of
Awmerican otlicial history, and all the Jim
Bluiues and Zaeh, Chandlers that ever
shirked powder ean neither wipe it out nor
write themselves another such record.

It is not that Jelfvrson Duvis wus honored
and trusted by the southern peonple that
awakens this Radical bowling; it is that
they fear the moral integrity of o statesyan
who towers above them as 2 motuntain to a
dunghill.  They dread his possibie reCutry
into Federal politieal life, where his ripe
experience, unstuined honor, and trans<cen-
dent abilities would entirely uneover their
littleness, their uncenstitutionalities, cor-
ruptions, and sectional schemings. "I'hey
dare not bave him stand before the eountry
and be heard; with sueh a restoration of
good feeling their occupatiecn would be
gone.

2
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PeRISHING 1IN  PrRAIRIE FrLaMmes.— St
Louis, Mareh 21.—A Globe-Democraf spe-
cial suvs ¢ “ Another terrible prairie tife oc-
curred in Lincoln county, Kansas, buraing
the bouse and all the property of Mr. Mont-
gomery, living on Bitter ereek, and doing
mueb other damagze. A little son of Mr.
Montgomery, twelve yearsold, perisbed in
the flames, and Mr. Montgomery and Isaac
Plaff; a npeizhbor, who attempied to suve
him, were so badly burned that they died
in afew hours.”

o —————
The Count Joannes has made an engage-
ment to appear for six nights and a matinéde
at the St. James T'heatre, between Thirtieth
and Thirty-first streets, on Broudway, com-
mencing next Monday, in the charscter of
Lord Dundreary, In which, it is under
stood, he'will attemnpt. to burlesque his old
antagonist Sotbern.— New Yoric' Herald.
1t would tfmost be worth a trip to New
“ork to witness that performunce,

ccticut Legis)

E “ One house of the Conn
hias passed a Moflett-register law,

| Mir. Colllnnon Neplics to ﬁén‘é@l}ju-
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To the Editors of the Richmond Dispalch:

Gentlemen=—A letter signed by Wiliiam
Mahone, appearing in theé Rictimond Whig
on-the 19th mstant and copred in your im-.
pression of the 20th ipstant, came under wy

notice whileT was away from bere.

‘As this Jetter is ehiefly directed to an as-
saflment of Lhe accuracy of statements puih-

lished by me, and to inuendoes against my

copduct in ‘connection with the Atlantie,

Mississippi and Ohio_railroad, I will clajm

from sou equal justice to that you have

meted out to General dMabone by publishing

my reply.

Frrstly. W:ith respect to (teneral  Ma-
hone’s subsidies to the Richmond Whig :
In answrer to my first report to the Atlan-
tie, Mississippi and Obhio hondholders of
August 17, 1876, in which 1 charged Gene-
ral Mahone witn subsidizing the press, he
stated in big *Reply* of Novembher 7, 1876:
s« That monevhas heen expended In the wiy of
legitimate consideration for the open use ol news-
paper eolumns, in furtherance of the proper jnter-
ests of the line, §s not. amd never has been. doan ed,
nor has any attempl been made to concenl such ex-
penditare. Tt is duly of record, and was mode
wnder and by competentauthority ; nor was any
such expenditure al the cost of the Atlantic,
Miggisgippi and Ohio Company; und i1he
partieniar e ber of that coneern witeh has borne
theexpr u e has had its ownannu:l revenne enlarged
from %006.000 to over #340.000Q by the results of
the measures un aceonnt of whictf such eapen iture
Was iainly Inenrreds””

In my third report to the bonabolders of
November 23, 1878, I stated as follows :

“The Rielmond Whig newspaper. which Is now,
i€ not entirely owned, ot least thorowshly eontrolled
by General Mahone, aud which was subsidized dur-
Ing bis regime to aknown amount of 377,220 from
the carnfings of the raflioad, devoted Its columiusg
during 1he sitting of the court to unceasing attacks
ou the proceedings ol the trusices and your repire-
sentatives,™
In General Mabone's letter of the Ith
instant, referring (o the above extract from
my report, whieh had appeared in the Dis-
petch, ha stated as follows:

1 have herctofore, by the Testfmansy af valing
!'Mu'hublc wilnesse=, establl-hed the falstiy, gingu-
arly and geverally. and In muny ciaes of the
naseness of the charges made by John Collinson
against the adminisiFation of the Atluutie, Missis-
sippl and Ohio Company.”

Without at this iime entering upon the
question whether General Mabone has
established the falsity or baseness of tlie
charges made by me against the admiaistra-
tion of the Atlantie, Mississippi and Ohio
Company—an allegation which T can show
to be utterly fulse, independently of the ac-
tion of the eourt, which was based upon
the (rieh of those charges—I propose al
present to prove by General Mabone himea
seif thetruth of my charge as to the Whiy
pewspaper, Before deing so, however, I
desire to say that my charges were not
against the “administration of the Ailan-
tie, Mississippi and Ohio Company,”” as al-
fered by Geneial 3Muabone, bub excinsively

appointed by’ tha® Bondholders fn public
meeting to pro‘ect tifeir zeneral interests,
gent ont an experienced accountant with an
assistant—the object being, as my report of
August 17, 1876, stated. to examine * into
all-the asscts, liabilities, and ezpenditures
ol the company.’”’ -
My report further stated the necessity of
this accountant’s inyestization Lo discover
fully what had become of the upexplained
items of expendiiure, Yet in spite of Ihis
statement in my report, and the fact that the
accountanis were not sent out until Noveni-
ber of thessme year, when General Mahone
published his reply to my report, be charges
me in his letter with *falscly pretending
that the objeet was to aseertain the true
value of the property,” ond by inference,
thal alone.
Thirdly. GeneralMahone also charges me
with ** falsely and fraudulently ' presenting
my=eli hiere as the attorney in fact and rep-
resontative of the eonsolidated bondboliders
of the Allantie, Mississippi and Obio Ruii-
road Company.
With respeet to this presentation T have
to state, that after General Mabone’s re-
fusal to carry oub the agreements be Lad then
recently entered info in London, a public
weeting of the consolidated bondholders
was eonvened by the trustees of the decd
whieh he had signed ; that at such meeting
a eominittee was appoiated “to lake such
meastires as-they may think best for protect-
ing the common interests of the bondhold-
ers,” and that the said committen did short-
ly thereafter advise the bondholders by eir-
cular of the necessity of sending out *a
representative of the bondholders Lo Ame-
riea,” and that T bad consented to under-
tuke the duty,
The eommittee then commissioned me to
proeced to America, and, under the autiro-
rity conferred on them at the public meet-
ing by the boadholders, did constitute me
by a proper power of attorney the uttor-
ney it fact and representative of the con-
golidated bondholders of the Atlantie. Mis-
slsstppi and OQhin Railroad (_'ulllllilll_\'.“
Turther comment ou this eharge is un-
necessary.
I presume that T have now answercd
enonel of General disxhione’s allegations to
enable any one to judge of theirtruth, Your
space (on which I fear T hmve as i is tres-
pasgsed too mueb) and my thne are foo valuu-
ble for refutation of ali the charg
General Mabone's sivnature or apj “
anonymously in his orgun. T ean anly rely
upon the geperal good sense o Virginians
to discredit all sach statements emanating
from the same guarler, '
The vecent charge that T have made an
allianee  with Mesgrs,  Guarrety, Wilson,
Wal'er, and Neweower, or any of then,
for the purclinse of the Atlaniie, Mississippi
and Ohis railtoad, is, like the rest, uttterly
untiue.
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s Amennt padd during ths hall year to Mr,
g, L Shielle of the Richmond W hig.
b direction ef the pr sbilent
Yeur ending September 30, 18722
v Amonut pabd during this year to M
tn, Shietds, of the Riehwomd T ig. by
afrceting of the president ™
Yoeor eniding fepiember 0. 1e73 2
s Apmonnt patd durmng this year to Mr. g,
.o shifedde, of the elunowd Whig. by
“lreetion of the preshld D Pt e e
sl FA Y i iiieaiins iniannnen
Year cndlng September 30, 1874
< Agnonnt pand durhee this year o Mo
¢, shields, of the lehmond oy,
direction of the prestdent™

AT proviows amoilo s ciis i sranee s
Total
Phe aeeountantsadd in their repori that
coif more time had been atlowed us, and
weo lind beens permitted to extemd onr m-
vestieatione over o longor period, weshould
in all probability have diseovered that addi-

tional sums had been applied to the same
purpose.’

The above statement refntes conelusively
the as<ertion of General Mahone, as it does
pppear that o large part of such expeindi-
tores were sivectly at the cost of the Al-
lmtie, Mississippi and Ohio Company; and
it i< cqually the case that thie Ailantie, Missis-
sippi and Okio Company had in fact to pay
the entirefamouat, as it asstmed, at consoli-
dation, o floatine indebtedvess of the Nor-
folk and Petersbure division amounting to
200,764 (see the  president’s fipst annual
report), which liabiliiy, transivrred to the
Atlantte, Mississippl amd Ghio Company,
wobld have been so mueh Jess bad the =nb-
sulv not been bestowed and eharged to thil
division, 1t alsa appears that the amount
stuted by e was pericetly eorreet, aned thai
the only sutherity for the payninis wis
Geperal Malione; nor was there any *tac-
countability,” or +*ehvek,” as the ailicmls
of the company informed the aceountunts
tisat General Muabone anfy eould explain
why und how the money had been expend-
cel,

sefore leaving this matter, it s perbaps
proper o suy that 1T have not heen able to
findin the yeluwminous report of the oe-
eotntant one solitary item for money paid
Lo the Dispatch,

As General Mahone appears from his jet-
ter to he anxious to be asked fer expilana-
tions of bis accounts, I will vefer 1o a very
fow out of the nummerous guestionable items
which have now come to Heht, but which
were  formerly  ineluded,  with  other
amounts, in his annual reports, in one
lump sum under the bheading, ** Protit snd

LU"‘-‘:’ H
Norfolle and  Pelershurg  Division.—
Shortly before the date of consohdation the
followme payment appears to buve been
made to General Mahone: * On account of
consolidation,™ £15,000.

Southside Division.—Payment and eredit
to General Malione July, 1870, and March,
1871, ** hotel expenses at Richmond,”™ $18,-
200.

Attantic, Mississippi and Ohio Ruailroud.
In the year ending September $0, 1872, an
amount of $14,802.45 appears to have been
paid in one sum, and the receipt therefor

contains the words, * Including lhirieen
thousand fine hundred dollars puid by or-

der of the president for the advancement of
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the inlerects of the compuny before the le-
gislature.” ]

Secondly. So much has been said by Gen-
eral Mahone in his letter respecnni; what
he calls the ** Star-Chamber Sceret {pquisi-
tion ”’ of the accountants, and 1 have had
te vefer so often to their report, that w few
words vespecting their appointment may be
proper:
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